State of South Dakota's Child: 2018.
In 2017, similar to 2016, there was a decrease in total live resident births in South Dakota. Racial minorities comprised 25 percent of these newborns, demonstrating a similar pattern of diversity among births observed nationwide. Unlike 2016, when the state recorded its lowest ever rate of infant mortality (4.8 per 1,000 live births), in 2017 it spiked to 7.8. This increase was primarily observed in the neonatal deaths in both the white and minority population. An increase in births of very low birth weight newborns and deaths due to congenital anomalies partially contributed to this increase. Compared to the nation, a higher percent of the state's infant deaths occur among those with birthweights above 2499 grams. A positive finding apparent in the 2017 mortality data was the decrease in the rate of sudden unexpected infant deaths from what has been observed in recent years. The small number of births in the state requires caution in interpreting findings that show year to year variability. Nonetheless, while the trend in infant mortality in the state is declining, it remains higher than the 2016 rate 5.9 for the nation.